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It was simply rotten luck that the little ostrich chick 
Was born inside an eggshell that was just a bit too thick. 

By the time he pecked his way out into broad daylight, 
Everyone had gone. There was not a single soul in sight. 
His mother had been frightened by a distant lion’s roar 

And departed with two other chicks just the night before. 
“Whatever is to become of me?” the chick began to wonder, 

When all at once there came a rumble, sounding just like thunder. 

iQwVh fdLer fd 'kqrqjeqxZ pwtk NksVk 

Fkk ,sls vaMs esa fNydk ftldk eksVkA 

pksap ekj tc fudyk] dM+h /wi Fkh ckgjA 

pys x, Fks lc] dksbZ vkrk u Fkk utjA 

mldh eka] nwj 'ksj dh ngkM+ ls Mjdj 

ckdh nksuksa pwtksa dks ys] fiNyh jkr pyh xbZ Fkh HkkxdjA 

¶D;k gksxk esjk\¸ ijs'kku cSBk Fkk pwtkA 

rHkh gqbZ /M+/M+kgV] T;aw ckny xjtkA 
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xM+xM+krs [kqjksa lax] bd fo'kky tscjk ny fudykA 

gtkj Vkiksa ls dqN nwj gh Fkk] iM+k pwtk vdsykA 

¶enn] enn] cpkvks] vks dksbZ!¸ cspkjk uUgk ph[kkA 

It was the thundering hoof beats of 
an enormous zebra herd 

That came galloping past by the thousands,  
a few yards from the bird. 

“Help! Help! Help! Somebody!”  
the poor chick frantically cried. 
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¶dksbZ cpkvks] enn djksA D;k dksbZ eq>s lokjh nsxk\¸ 

vuns[kk dj mls] Hkkxe&Hkkx jgh tkjhA 

fd rHkh NksVh tscjk tsyk dks vk xbZ n;k HkkjhA 

"Please somebody!  
Help me! Won't somebody give me a ride?" 

But all of the zebras ignored him  
and kept on galloping past, 

Until a young zebra named Zella  
took pity on him at last. 
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¶vjs uUgsa ls cPps!¸ tsyk cksyh] ¶rqEgkjh eka gS dgk¡\ 

vdsys D;k djrs gks] vius&vki bl rjg ;gk¡\¸ 

¶gwa eSa fcYdqy u;k uosyk]¸ pwtk ;wa cksyk] ¶yxsxk irk eq>s D;k Hkyk\ 

vHkh&vHkh vaMs ls] dqy vk/s ?kaVs igys gh eSa fudykA¸ 

“You poor little thing!” exclaimed Zella. “Don’t you have a mother, my dear? 
What on earth are you doing all by yourself out here?” 

“I’m brand new” replied the chick, “so how am I to know? 
I just hatched out of my egg about half an hour ago.” 
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¶bl rh[kh /wi esa]¸ tscjk us psrk;k] ¶rqEgkjh cpus dh mEehn dgka\ 

,d ;k nks ?kaVs esa] rqe ftank Hkqu tkvksxs ;gkaA 

vkvks esjs flj ij p<+ks] 'kqrqj pwts] fiQj ihB ij]¸ cksyh tsykA 

¶ge <aw<saxs dksbZ ccwy dk isM+] tks gks Nkrs&lk cM+k iQSykA¸ 

“In this hot sun,” warned the zebra, “you’ve got no chance at all to survive. 
In another hour or two you’ll surely be roasted alive. 

So hop on my head, ostrich chick, then onto my back,” said Zella. 
“We’ll go find you an acacia tree, they’re like a big umbrella.” 
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¶cgqr I;kjh Nkag gS ;gka]¸ tsyk cksyh] tc igqaps ikl os isM+ dsA 

¶feysaxs yk[kksa dhM+s [kkus dks] [kq'kh ls jgks nksLr] [kwc ets lsA 

ij Bgjks! [krjs dh xa/!¸ cM+cM+kbZ og law?krh gokA 

“There’s not only lovely shade,” said Zella, as they approached the tree, 
“You’ll find zillions of bugs to eat and live happily as can be. 

But hold it! I smell danger!” she muttered, warily sniffing the air. 
“It’s a big cat! A leopard! He’s crouched on a tree limb up there!” 



14  



 15 

¶fcyko dqVaqc! Rksanqvk! isM+ dh Vguh ij fNik] cSBk gqvkA¸ 

fiQj] iyd >idrs] blls igys fd rsanqvk geyk dj ik,] 

og nkSM+ iM+h rkcM+rksM+] pwtk ihB ij dl ds fpidk,A 

igqap lqj{kk esa] tscjk us yh lkal] vk;k pSuA 

cksyh] ¶ml rsanq, ds Mj us ys gh yh esjh tkuA¸ 

¶eSa le>k ugha] D;ksa\¸ pwts us iwNk] ¶og rks Fkk dsoy rqels vk/kA 

lqanj /Ccksa] cM+h&cM+h ihyh pedrh vka[kksa okykA¸ 

Then in a twitch of a whisker, before the cat could attack, 
Zella took off at a gallop with the chick clinging tight to her back. 

Once they were safely in the clear and the zebra caught her breath, 
She heaved a heavy sigh and said, “That cat nearly scared me to death!’ 

“I don’t see why” the ostrich said, “he wasn’t half your size. 
I liked his beautiful spots and his big, bright yellow eyes.” 
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¶,s pwts] tjk lqu]¸ cksyh tsyk fp<+dj vkSj rquddjA 

¶brus fuMj] vutku gks rks tkdj vkvks lh[kdjA 

iVd naw tehu ij rqEgsa rks cpksxs ,d iy Hkh ughaA 

[kwc lkjs [krjukd tho ?kwe jgs gSa ;gka gj dghaaA 

'ksj] ydM+cX?ks vkSj [kqnk ds okLrs] 

xhnM+ksa ds >aqM] cM+s jsaxrs lkai ljljkrsA¸ 

"Now look here, chick,” snorted Zella, becoming grumpy and stern, 
“If you’re so all-fired fearless then you’ve got a lot to learn. 

You wouldn’t last a minute if I dumped you on the ground. 
There’re too many dangerous beasts prowling all around. 
There are lions and hyenas and then, for heaven sakes, 

Roving packs of jackals and big, creeping, crawling snakes.” 
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¶tc gks rqe esjs ftEes]¸ lkal Hkjdj cksyh tsyk] ¶eSa /k; eka rqEgkjh] 

rqEgsa dksbZ uke nsus dh gS vc esjh ftEesokjhA 

eSaus NkaVk ^tSdkjh* ,d tscjk uke iqjkuk 

ij dgawxh fliQZ tSd] tc iM+sxk rqEgsa cqykukA¸ 

"If I’m stuck with you,” sighed Zella, “as your foster mother, I 
suppose that you should have a name of some kind or another. 

Zachary is an old zebra name, I just now picked it out. 
But I'd better call you just plain Zack in case I have to shout.” 
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¶tks Hkh gks rqEgsa ilan]¸ 'kqrqj pwts us fn;k mÙkj] 

¶tSd Hkh gS cf<+;k] eq>s rqe djus nks lokjh vxjA¸ 

¶rks fiQj tSd gh gksxk]¸ cksyh tsyk] ¶vkSj vc esjs fuMj pwts 

dl ds idM+ks] rkfd eSa nkSM+wa rst] tk feyaw >qaM lsA¸ 

"Call me what you like,” the ostrich chick replied. 
“Zack is fine with me just as long as you’ll let me ride.” 

“Then Zack it is!” cried Zella. “And now, my fearless bird, 
Hang on tight while I turn on the speed to catch up with the herd." 
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dsoy Hkkstu ds oDr gh tSd NksM+k tkrk Hkwfe ij 

rc og NksVk pwtk >kfM+;ksa esa ?kwerk] nkSM+&nkSM+dj 

xVdrk gqvk ?kksa?ks] fNidyh vkSj tks Hkh 'kqrqjeqxZ [kkrs 

ysfdu dHkh Hkh tscjk eka ds iSjksa ls ugha nwj tkrsA 

The only time Zack was left on the ground was when it came time to feed. 
Then the young ostrich raced through the weeds, darting about at top speed, 

Snapping up snails and lizards and things ostriches like to eat, 
But never straying very far from his zebra mother’s feet. 
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¶r; dj fy;k eSaus¸] cksyk ,d fnu tSd] ¶vc tehu ij gh jgawxkA 

yxrk Hkksanw ges'kk ihB ij p<+ eSa] bruk cM+kA¸ 

¶tks ilan gks] dj ldrs gks ges'kk]¸ cksyh tsyk] ¶'kkSd gS rks ?kweks vdsys 

ij yxksxs vkSj Hkh Hkksanw] vxj feêðh esa tkvksxs dqpysA¸ 

"I’ve made up my mind,” said Zack one day, “I’m going to stay on the ground. 
I feel very silly at my age to be always carried around.” 

“You can do just as you like” snorted Zella. “Go out on your own, if you must. 
But I’m afraid you’ll feel even sillier if you get trampled into the dust.” 
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¶rks eSa rqEgsa ckn esa feyaawxk]¸ tSd tksj ls nkSM+ yxkdj cksykA 

ftíh pyk vius jkLrs] pkgs ilan djs] u djs] tsykA 

mlds ckn tsyk dks Hkh dHkh&dHkkj gh fn[kk] viuk;k gqvk 'kqrqjeqxZ csVkA 

og >aqM esa ges'kk gh nkSM+ yxkrk] ;gka&ogka vkrk&tkrkA 

"So I’ll see you later!” Zack called out as he took off at a fast trot. 
The foolhardy chick was going his way whether Zella liked it or not. 

After that the zebra seldom saw her adopted ostrich son. 
He was always racing about in the herd, always on the run. 
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vkSj gj ckj fn[krh tSd dh >yd] ?kksj vpjt Hkj tkrk 

dqN gh fnuksa esa og nqxqus vkdkj dk gksrk utj vkrkA 

mldk NksVk pwtk] c<+ jgk] fnu nwuk jkr pkSxquk] 

yEck vkSj yEck] lkS fdyks ls Åij otu fy;k cukA 

And each time she caught a glimpse of Zack it was a big surprise. 
It seemed to her that every few days he had almost doubled in size. 

Her little chick was getting big and growing by leaps and bounds. 
He was growing taller and taller and put on two hundred pounds. 
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vkSj tc tSd c<+ pqdk iwjk] gks x;k ukS iQqV yEckA 

>aqM ds fljksa ds Åij ns[ks utkjk] tSls Åapk [kEckA 

vkSj og tsyk ds ikl ls dbZ ckj fcuk lyke ds xqtjkA 

lkspk tsyk us] ¶ns[k ugha ik;k gksxk] >aqM ds chp uhps tjkA¸ 

And when Zack was nearly nine feet tall and all his growing was through, 
He towered above the heads of the herd with a lofty bird’s-eye view. 

And he often trotted right past Zella without even saying hello, 
But she supposed he couldn’t see her since she was so far down below. 
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¶;k D;k irk]¸ lksprh og] ¶tSd dks u gks ;kn [kkl] 

dqN lky igys flrEcj dk og xeZ fnu mnkl] 

tc og n;uh; pwtk nq[k esa jksrk Fkk vlgk;] 

nqfu;k esa iM+k vdsyk] eka fcu] dkSu mls mBk;\¸ 

"Or is it possible,” she wondered, “that Zack can’t even remember 
The horribly hot and miserable day a few years ago in September, 

When he was a pitifully helpless chick crying out in despair, 
Left all alone in the world, and without a mother to care?” 
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,d fnu >aqM pj jgk ?kkVh esa] lka> yxh <yusA 

lwjt xqykch&tkequh] /aq/ ds ihNs yxk fNiusA 

tSd vk;k tsyk ds ikl] iwNk] ¶D;k gky gS rqEgkjk\ 

lc dq'ky&eaxy gS] vkSj dqN u;k Hkh ?kV jgk\¸ 

Late one afternoon as the herd stopped in a valley to graze, 
And the sun had slipped away behind a pinkish-purple haze, 

Zack came up to Zella to ask, “How are things going with you? 
Are you getting along O.K. these days, and is there anything new?’ 
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¶'kk;n rqEgsa utj vk jgk gks]¸ cksyh tsyk] ¶eq>s gksus dks gS cPpk tYnhA 

blfy, tscjk&/kjh iM+s xqCckjs&lh fn[krh gaw eSa iQwyhA 

vxj gksxh cPph rks j[kawxh uke eSa tkeUFkk] 

vkSj vxj gksxk cPpk rks tksfM,d uke yxrk HkykA¸ 

"You may have guessed,” said Zella, “I’m expecting pretty soon. 
That is why I resemble a big zebra-striped balloon. 

I’ll name the new one Zamantha if it should be a she, 
Or he’ll be called Zodiac if the colt should be a he.” 
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tsyk dk u;k cPpk] dqN ;aw gqvk] Fkk vViVk yach Vkaxksa okykA 

uFkqus ls iawN rd rks yxrk iwjh rjg paxk HkykA 

ysfdu utj iSjksa ij] Mky tsyk gks tkrh ijs'kkuA 

uUgsa tksfM,d ds [kqj Fks Hkkjh&Hkjde] nkuo lekuA 

Zella’s new zebra, as it turned out, was a gawky, long-legged male, 
Who seemed to be about perfect from the tip of his nose to his tail. 

But one look at Zodiac’s feet and Zella was suddenly frantic. 
All four of the little colt’s hoofs were nothing less than gigantic! 
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u;k NkSuk yM+[kM+krk] dfBukbZ ls pyus dh dksf'k'k djrkA 

Mxexkrk] eqf'dy ls nks&pkj dne gh /j ikrkA 

fxjk /M+ke ls tksfM,d cM+s [kqj] flj&iSj lesr 

tehu ij] iQSyk <sj esa] pkjksa [kkus fpÙkA 

The new colt tottered about in an awkward attempt to trot, 
But just a few staggering steps was as far as he ever got. 

Then down went poor Zodiac, gigantic hoofs and all, 
To end up on the ground in one clumsy headlong sprawl. 
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vpkud tSls gh mBus dh dksf'k'k esa og Mxexk;kA 

fny gqvk /d~] utnhd gh ?kkl esa tsyk dks bd 'ksj utj vk;kA 

^okg bls dgrs gSa fdLer!* fc[kjh v;ky okyk 'ksj eqLdjk;kA 

^lkeus tks tscjk ckyd] D;k Hkkstu HkkX; us ;aw fnyk;kA* 

Mj ls dkairh tsyk us igys lkspkµ nkSM+ 'ksj dks nqyÙkh yxk, 

Ikj ?kcjkgV esa Bgjh Vkaxsa] dkaisa iSj vkSj Mxexk, 

Then as he struggled to regain his feet, to Zella’s great dismay, 
A lion rose up from the grass a very short distance away. 

“Now this is what I call luck!” exclaimed the shaggy-maned beast, 
“To happen upon a young zebra! What a fanciful feast!” 

Panicky Zella’s first thought was to cut loose and kick the big cat, 
But she found she couldn’t budge — she was too weak in the knees to do that. 
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dqN u dj ldh og] fpYykbZ] ¶tksfM,d! tksfM,dA 

ns[kks! ns[kks! geyk djus okyk cM+k&lk 'ksj ,dA¸ 

tSls gh dwnk 'ksj] f'kdkj nckspus dks >iVdjA 

vpkud g~'k! dj tksfM,d xk;c] gok esa mM+djA 

All she could do was shout "Zodiac! Zodiac! Zodiac! 
Watch out! There’s a big lion! Watch out! He’s about to attack!!" 
Then as the lion leaped from the grass to pounce upon his prey, 

All at once Zodiac took off and WHOOSH! went flying away. 
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bd iy Hkh ugha Fkk tc] tSd vpkud cpkus vk VidkA 

NkSus dks idM+ iawN ls] >V gok esa fy;k Åaps yVdkA 

Zack had come to the rescue without a split second to spare. 
He had snatched the colt by the tail, then jerked him high in the air. 
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fiQj fgEerh] fuMj 'kqrqjeqxZ Hkkx fy;k fctyh dh pkyA 

ihNs tsyk rsth ls] og pyk pksap esa tksfM,d dks laHkkyA 

Then the brave and fearless ostrich took off and ran like a streak, 
With Zella close on his heels and Zodiac’s tail in his beak. 
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NkSus dks bl rjg ladV ls NqM+kdj] 'kqrqjeqxZ us Bku yh /qu iDdhA 

tgka Hkh tk,a tsyk vkSj cPpk] jgsxk og ihNs lkFk muds ghA 

After the colt’s close call with disaster, the ostrich made up his mind, 
Wherever Zella and Zodiac went he’d always be close behind. 
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viuh nwjn'khZ 'kqrqjeqxZ vka[kksa ls og 

bruk igjk yxkrkA 

blls dksbZ 'ksj] ydM+cX?kk muij 

vpkud >iV u ikrkA 

And Zack was ever so watchful, with 
his far-sighted ostrich eyes, 

To make sure no lion or hyena could 
catch them by surprise. 
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uUgsa tksfM,d dks cpkuk] igjk 

nsuk yxkrkj] Fkk dfBu dkeA 

jgrh ?kcjkbZ tscjk eka] ges'kk gh 

gSjku&ijs'kkuA 

Saving little Zodiac was one 
close call after another, 

And a constant worry for his 
poor, jittery zebra mother. 



 51 

If the colt’s tail wasn’t quite handy when a lion ventured too near, 
Zack snatched him up by a hind leg or carried him off by an ear. 

“How can I ever repay you?” grateful Zella asked one day. 
“How can I ever thank you enough? What can I ever say?” 

vxj utnhd gS 'ksj vkSj iawN u idM+ esa vk, 

tSd idM+s mls iSj ls] ;k Hkkxs] dku ls gh eqag esa mBk, A 

¶dSls pqdkÅa vglku rqEgkjk\¸ bl fnu Hkhxs eu ls iwN cSBh tsykA 

¶dSls /U;okn d:a\ D;k rqels dgaw Hkyk\¸ 
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cM+k 'kqrqjeqxZ 'kSrkuh ls eqLdjk;k] ¶rqEgsa t:j gh ;kn gksxk 

,d le; eSa Fkk rqEgkjs fy, leL;k] eqlhcr&lk NksVk cPpkA 

ftUnk u jgrk ,d fnu Hkh] vxj rqeus u Fkk cpk;kA 

uUgsa tksfM,d dh j{kk] de ls de gS tks eSa dj ldawxk 

tc rd ;g pksap gS ikl esa] ges'kk mls cpkrk jgawxk 

rc rd] tc cM+k gks] vius iSjksa 

fctyh dh rjg og [kqn nkSM+us yxsxkAA¸ 

"Surely you must remember,” the big ostrich winked and smiled, 
“Once upon a time I was your troublesome problem child. 
I wouldn’t have lasted one day if it hadn’t been for you. 

Saving little Zodiac is the least that I can do. 
And I’ll keep on looking after him as long as I have a beak, 

Until he grows up to fit his feet and can gallop like a streak.” 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 2400
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 2400
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 10.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 2400
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


